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THE OASIS OUT BACK
Tranquil retreats built for living, playing, 

entertaining—and escaping

H O M E
R E A L  E S T A T E  |  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  N E I G H B O R H O O D  G U I D E S  |  P E T S

Green room: Turn the 

page for more of this 

eco-friendly design in 

Chevy Chase. Our guide 

to creating your own 

gorgeous garden is on 

page 138.

BY JENNIFER BARGER
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LA DOLCE VITA
 Location:  Logan Circle.
 Vibe:  Tuscan retreat.
 Design challenge:  Had to double as parking.

Stephen and Jennifer Giordano, both lawyers, love vacationing in Italy. The couple 
are of Italian heritage, so it was only natural that they look across the Atlantic for 
outdoor inspiration. 

But the rear of their Logan Circle rowhouse required creative thinking from J. Mark White, 
owner of the landscape-design firm GardenWise. “It was more a driveway than a yard, and 
there was no privacy or gate,” he says. Plus, parking is tough to come by on the Giordanos’ 
one-way block o  14th Street, so the couple didn’t want to sacrifice their o -street spot.

To merge their European vision with urban reality, White dreamed up a way to create 
a kind of mini-piazza—with Roman-style concrete columns—and a secure space for the 
car below the patio. The brick rear wall of the house got a stucco treatment, terra-cotta-
hued paint, and a Tuscan-style fountain. White planted low-maintenance flowers and 
shrubs, including crape myrtles, climbing roses, and upright boxwoods. “We were trying 
to mimic Italian cypresses on a smaller scale,” he says. 

The couple added a tiled dining table and a grilling station set in a fieldstone countertop. 
Now the previously neglected space o ers something for everyone. Says Jennifer: “The 
dog likes to cook himself on the stone patio, and we love to grill.”

Freelance design writer Jennifer Barger can be reached at jnbarger@gmail.com.
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 � Sandy Spring Builders
sandyspringbuilders.com  301-913-5995
Voted “Best Builder” in Bethesda Magazine 
and winner of many national and local awards 
for custom home building excellence. Our team 
of professionals will work with you to build 
your dream home or major renovation.

 � Summer Hill Custom Homes 
summerhillbuilders.net  302-462-5853
Your custom home builder at the BEACH! We 
design, build & deliver high end custom homes 
from Lewes to Fenwick Island, DE. We offer de -
pendability, reliability, great communication. 
We know the beach market. 100% turn-key.

 � Visnic Homes
www.VisnicHomes.com  301-367-3020
Enduring craftsmanship by the only two-time 
recipient of the National Custom Builder of the 
Year Award. Over 30 years of caring assembly, 
of the region’s finest homes. Build perfection. 
You earned it.

 � We Design Build
wedb.com 202-333-3422
“From Concept to Construction”.  Architect 
owned and managed design build company 
with single source of accountability, creativ -
ity and superior craftsmanship, custom home/
remodeling since 1990.

 � Wentworth, Inc.
wentworthstudio.com 240-395-0705
Architect-led Design/Build firm with 25 
years experience in custom home and remod-
eling projects. Wentworth designs and builds 
beautiful, livable spaces with its in-house archi -
tecture, interior design and construction teams.
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 ADVERTISEMENT

The Custom Home  
Builders Directory runs  

in the March, May,  
August & October issues. 

List your company in
Washingtonian's

Custom 
Home Builders 

Directory

To advertise,  
call 202-739-2430 

or e-mail  
bwolfe@washingtonian.com
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