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The summer has come together with the desire to enjoy terraces and gardens,

organizing, why not, a nice dinner with friends. If you are lucky enough to have a

large enough outdoor space (not necessarily a maxi one), it is possible to have a

built-in kitchen built that, between comfort and quality, has nothing to envy to the

indoor one.  

An architect can design a custom kitchen for the outdoors, which can be enjoyed in

the summer or almost all year round. Search your area for the architect to

collaborate with .

How to do? What are the best materials? How much? Are we still in time to take

advantage of it during the summer? The warm season is over, what to do to

preserve it for the next year?  

To answer the doubts and uncertainties, we asked three professionals 8 questions:

Monica Bertucci, head of MyIdea di Bertucci (province of Reggio nell'Emilia)

Marco Carlini , architect (province of Perugia)

Daniele Pannuto , architect (Milan)

How to Make an Outdoor Masonry Kitchen?

From measurements to materials, from costs to construction times, from household
appliances to mistakes to avoid: here are the expert advice

Greta La Rocca May 8, 2021
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1. Measurements: how much space do you need for an outdoor built-in kitchen?  

«The dimensions of an outdoor kitchen are closely linked to the space available

and to the geometry of the places», explains architect Daniele Pannuto. "Outdoors

there are not always walls on which to arrange the various equipment and

therefore the floor surface can be freely configured according to one's needs".  

If we want, however, to indicate a minimum size "you need to have enough space

to arrange three basic elements: sink, hob and work space".  

Compared to indoor kitchens, in the outdoors there are no particular space

constraints so «it is possible to use the 60 cm module for each of the elements.

This size allows for good ergonomics, without necessarily having to exceed in size.

Furthermore, it is possible to reduce each single “block” to even 45 cm ».  

We must not forget the "comfort" factor; it is important to be able to enjoy enough

comfort, even outdoors, to be able to cook well, without the risk of having to resort

to temporary shelves or supports. Architect Marco Carlini believes that «the ideal

would be a 3 meter long kitchen».
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Monica Bertucci echoes him: « When you think of an outdoor kitchen, the

combinations can be different; if you simply need a fire point and a sink, the

necessary dimensions can also be minimal, in the order of 1.5-2 meters. If, on the

other hand, the need is to have a real equipped kitchen to enjoy the pleasure of

preparing outdoor lunches and dinners, in addition to the bare necessities we can

insert furniture to store tools, work surfaces and possibly some household

appliances. In this case the minimum dimensions are about 3 meters. These can

also be distributed in several spaces, as long as they are close to each other ».

2. What are the best materials to use outdoors? 

Architect Carlini recommends granites because they guarantee durability over

time, and they also have a very wide range of types and colors.  

«The panorama of materials today is more extensive than ever. The choice is

usually influenced by two factors, practicality and aesthetic integration », Bertucci

points out. «Practicality means ease of cleaning and mechanical and weather

resistance. Aesthetics, on the other hand, are directly linked to the context and to

the outdoor furniture. From both points of view, natural materials are the most

frequent choice, with the products now available on the market it is possible to
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treat any surface to make it resistant to external agents such as acids or high

temperatures ».

“ Outside, the finishing and

building materials

deteriorate more quickly

than those inside, due to

atmospheric agents. The

choice of material for the

top and the backsplash

must therefore take this

fundamental aspect into

consideration, as well as

the type of installation,

whether fixed or mobile -

emphasizes the architect

Pannuto. However, we can

count on a vast choice,

using materials that would

probably find it difficult to

fit into the interiors

because they are strong,

extreme, natural, rough ». 

«To stay on a universal

material we can count on the always up-to-date and performing stainless steel for a

technical and character look, to arrive at the masonry constructions covered with

ceramic tiles or smoothed with concrete; the slabs of stone, marble or granite find

here the maximum expression of their material physicality, as well as terracotta,

historical and natural, up to the recent materials resulting from technological

research such as materials composed of quartz and resins, porcelain stoneware

high resistance and smoothing in cement resin ».

3. Appliances and taps, what advice?  

« It is important to choose sturdy appliances, designed for the outdoors, practical

and with comfortable sockets, preferably in stainless steel. For situations not

GardenWise
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protected by covers, it is advisable to use models with a lid, which is useful to avoid

deterioration of foliage and to protect from rain. For the hobs you can choose

between electricity, gas or wood: the preference, in this case, is very subjective »,

Pannuto specifies.  

Carlini has no doubts: «Obviously built-in appliances and stainless steel taps».

Bertucci also confirms this: «Surely made of stainless steel or with materials

designed specifically for the outdoors. The typology then varies according to the

needs, in American culture, for example, in the outdoor kitchen, nothing must be

missing, from the refrigerator to the dishwasher ».

4. Coverage, if possible, would it be recommended?  

" Ideally, the open-air kitchen does not require coverings, except when it is not

necessary to be protected from the sun, bad weather or when simply placing

privileges under pre-existing architectural elements within which to complete a

furnishing scenography, " explains Pannuto and adds: «The use of an outdoor

kitchen is limited in time, seasonal, sometimes occasional: this condition favors the

need to protect the installation by using suitable covers, which can be fixed or

removable. Alternatively, there are various mobile solutions on the market, such as

umbrellas, gazebos and pergolas ».  

"A fixed porch would be desirable, otherwise we can think of light mobile roofs to

be used only for the winter », underlines Carlini. 

" Covering is always a good

solution, as it allows you to

use the outdoor kitchen

even in adverse conditions

", says Bertucci and

explains: "Let's think, for

example, of those foods

that, when cooked at

home, leave smells for

several hours… we could

thus use the kitchen not

only in the company of
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friends, but also in our daily

life. Having said this, it is

never strictly necessary to

provide a cover, even if this

certainly extends the life

cycle of the kitchen and

drastically reduces

cleaning and maintenance.

If this is not possible, it is

good to keep this aspect in

mind when designing and

choosing materials. There

are products that are

created with the aim of

resisting the elements;

while in other cases it will

be necessary to prepare

any drains on the shelves

and on the flooring to

prevent the water from

stagnating with consequent

proliferation of molds » .

5. Times and costs 

« Usually it takes about thirty days for the project and the realization of the various

parts, for the installation instead it can take from 1 to 3-4 days. It is essential to take

the time to evaluate first of all the practicality of the solution studied together with

the designer or the company », says Bertucci. The price ' d ipende much by the

materials and their finishes, not always a high-quality material is the one that costs

the most. The price range can generally vary from 2,500 to 7,500 euros including

design and rendering. For particular jobs the figure can go up further ».  

Taylor Lombardo Architects
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Carlini believes that a good outdoor masonry kitchen generally starts at 5,000

euros; and confirms that indicatively the time needed to make it is about one

month.

« The hydraulic and

electrical predispositions

are ready, the parameters

that affect the timing of the

realization of an outdoor

kitchen derive mainly from

the dimensions and

finishing materials used.

For a minimum installation,

the timing can be up to 3-4

days, to go a week for an

average type, up to 15 days

for more complex and

articulated configurations.

Not to mention the time

required for the area on

which the assembly is

planned: this factor adds

very variable times

depending on the state of

the places and the work

required for the

preparation of the external

environments », explains Pannuto.  

Costs are also extremely variable: "with low investment it is possible to have a

minimal project, but you can also reach very high budgets. Without prejudice to the

need to have water loading systems (even cold only) and drainage systems

available, possibly including an electric line, which can be achieved with a few

hundred euros depending on the distances to be covered and the masonry

activities that are necessary, to have a minimum configuration may be sufficient

1,500-2,000 euros. We arrive at considerable costs for several thousand euros in

the case of more structured creations that involve different types of cooking,

ovens, refrigeration compartments, accessories and precious materials » .

Jon Luce Builder

Designer Spaces Inc
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6. After the summer, what precautions are necessary?  

«If there is a cover and the materials chosen are suitable, it is sufficient to close the

water connection to avoid freezing and damage to the pipes. If, on the other hand,

the kitchen is exposed to the elements, for some products, micro-perforated vinyl

cover sheets are available, which does not allow the passage of water but allows

the products to breathe. The classic nylon is counterproductive as it makes the

humidity stagnate », says Bertucci.  

"Draining the water from the pipes to avoid freezing and breakage is important",

reiterates Carlini who, in addition to protecting the top, also recommends covering

the doors to preserve them in the best possible way.  

"At the end of the season, it is very important to thoroughly clean the barbecue and

the tools used. It is advisable to always cover the kitchen with waterproof plastic

sheets to prevent the rain from deteriorating over time. When the warm season

resumes, a new and careful cleaning will be necessary and, if the masonry allows it,

also a whitewash; if there are stone materials, if necessary, it will be possible to

smooth the surfaces », adds Pannuto. 

«After the winter, it is advisable to clean the kitchen of any materials deposited

during the colder months and to“ wake up ”the oven or the brick barbecue by

lighting small fires. This will allow the residual moisture to evaporate slowly without

causing damage », Bertucci again echoes.

JW Construction



https://www.houzz.com/hznb/photos/edina-custom-outdoor-kitchen-traditional-patio-minneapolis-phvw-vp~2420999
https://www.houzz.com/pro/jwconstructioninc-burlington/jw-construction


5/10/2021 How to Make an Outdoor Masonry Kitchen?

https://www.houzz.com/magazine/come-realizzare-una-cucina-in-muratura-da-esterno-stsetivw-vs~66934920 9/10

7. What are the mistakes to avoid?  

"During the design, it is good to seek advice from a professional in particular with

regard to the choice of materials, accessories and space division", says Bertucci.  

Carlini invites us to «prefer quality materials as exposure to atmospheric agents

could ruin the kitchen».  

"Board ofthink a lot in the design phase, both in terms of the type of outdoor

kitchen and in terms of size: often, taken by the initial enthusiasm, the tendency is

to want to install a lot of equipment that is then not used, also finding themselves

having to do the accounts with awkward and unnecessary dimensions Rather, it is

better to proceed step by step and build the main parts at first, leaving space for

any extensions at a later time and if further needs arise ".

8. One last tip?  

«The outdoor kitchen is first of all a space to live and enjoy, I recommend that you

prefer practicality, always keeping an eye on the design and the aesthetic impact it

will have on the surrounding space. The outdoor kitchen is, like the fireplace, a

Enrico Cassanelli
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space that always increases the value of the properties, a fundamental aspect in

deciding the budget to be dedicated to it ”, concludes Bertucci.  

" If the spaces and their conformation allow it, I recommend creating the outdoor

kitchen in a beautiful spot in the garden or on the terrace, so that there is also the

satisfaction of being able to enjoy privileged views that can pleasantly accompany

the preparation of food », Pannuto closes.  

This story was published on20 June 2016 and then updated  

Tell us : would you like to have an outdoor kitchen? Or maybe you already have it?

Write it in the Comments.  

Other  

10 Masonry Kitchens for Your Next Lunch in the Garden
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